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remember that we have our interests to look after. Let others say what
they like.   Let us recall the saying that the person whose self-interest
is at stake will find the truth hidden inside a small dish, but the
neighbour will not notice it even if it were all over the wide sky.
TEN FINGERS VERSUS Two THUMBS
READER: It is now clear why there should be no objection to
finger-impressions. But as I see it, it was still unnecessary to have
agreed to finger-impressions at all. How did it come about that
thumb-impressions were not thought sufficient?
EDITOR: That is worth considering. Generally we observe in the
world that those who are really brave and noble, fight only for a chosen
objective, give their lives for it. When they have achieved their pur-
pose, they give in on other points. They thus rise in the estimation of
others. The [stem of the] castor oil plant becomes hollow inside as it
grows and will break as soon as it begins to bend a little. A banyan
tree on the other hand becomes stronger as it grows, and throws out
branches groundward, which root themselves and spread out in all
directions. No one goes to a castor oil plant looking for shelter. But
thousands of persons can and do find shelter under the banyan tree.
The Indian community has acted in this manner in accepting the
compromise. The target of the struggle was the law. Now that it has
gone, it will be magnanimous of us to yield on the other points. The
Government argues: cYou were not fighting against finger-impressions.
Why then are you so obstinate?5 We have really no answer to this
question. A person like Mr. Essop Mia will rise in stature by giving his
ten finger-impressions. Mr. Smuts said as much in a public speech.
Besides, there is much we have to get from the Government yet. We
should not conclude that we have got all we wanted because the law is
gone. We need not fawn upon the Government, but it is our duty to keep
it in good humour if we can do so without loss of self-esteem. The law
will go of course, but what will take its place? What will be the
nature of future laws ? This depends on how the Indians conduct
themselves during the three months to come. For this reason, it will be
wise to give the ten finger-impressions. It will not be necessary for
everyone to do so. Even those who do not will be able to take out
registers if they are bona-fide residents. But in this context honour con-
sists in giving them. We have accordingly advised people to do so. We
even go to the extent of saying that Indians who obstinately refuse to give
the ten finger-impressions will, in the eyes of others, lack common sense.
In fact, under the immigration law, women will have to give finger-
impressions. That being so, we shall only fall in the estimation of
others by going on arguing about thumb-impressions and finger-prints.
Already we are being thought childish.